
 
 

 

 
11 March 2019 
 
 
Ex Parte 
 
Marlene H. Dortch 
Secretary, Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 
 
 Re: Expanding Flexible Use of the 3.7 to 4.2 GHz Band; GN Docket No. 18-122 

 
Dear Ms. Dortch: 
 
On 7 March 2019, James Frownfelter, Deepali Schwalb, Srini Prasanna, Stephen Salem, Jordi 
Bosom, Phillip Spector, Shiva Goel, and I met on behalf of the Small Satellite Operators (SSOs), 
ABS Global Ltd., Hispasat S.A., and Embratel Star One S.A., with Nicholas Degani and Rachael 
Bender, advisors to Chairman Pai.  
 
During this meeting the SSOs made the following points: 
 
• They accept that the Commission needs to repurpose some C-band spectrum for terrestrial 

wireless services and share the Commission’s interest in making that happen quickly. 
 
• They believe the Commission has the authority to accomplish this objective in a variety of 

ways: a private market transaction, an auction, or some combination of the two. 
 
• The current proposal of the C-Band Alliance (“CBA”), an advocacy group for the four 

largest satellite operators in the world, is fatally flawed.  Most importantly, the CBA’s 
proposal excludes other operators that have C-band satellite facilities that are capable of 
serving the United States and that have been authorized by the Commission to do so. 

 
• The CBA’s exclusionary approach is unsustainable, unlawful, and unnecessary. 
 
• The proceeds resulting from any transition plan should be fairly allocated among all 

authorized satellite operators, U.S. earth station owners, and taxpayers – and the Commission 
has the legal authority to mandate this common-sense result. 

 
• If there is to be a private-market sale of C-band spectrum, it cannot be managed by the CBA, 

which has forfeited any pretense of objectivity or fairness. 
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The SSOs also provided part of a PowerPoint presentation, attached, that they had placed in the 
record in December 2018. 
 
Please let me know if you have any questions about this filing. 
 
      Sincerely,  

                
      Scott Blake Harris 
        Counsel to the Small Satellite Operators 
 
 
cc:  Nicholas Degani 

Rachael Bender 
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